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___________________________________________________________________ 

 
NEW PLANS ANNOUNCED FOR MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN 

SOUTH CUMBRIA 
 

New plans have been announced to improve mental health services in South Cumbria with the aim of 

delivering better health and better care to the population of Morecambe Bay.  

Adult Mental Health Services, Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) and Learning 

Disability services will be provided by Lancashire Care Foundation Trust from October 2019 as part of the 

ambitions of the Bay Health & Care Partners. 

The new arrangements will provide a renewed focus on improving mental health services in South 

Cumbria and taking the next steps towards integrated physical, mental and social care services across the 

Bay.   

These services will be transferring from Cumbria Partnership Foundation Trust (CPFT) to Lancashire Care 

Foundation Trust (LCFT) on 1 October 2019 following agreement between the two organisations and 

Morecambe Bay Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG).  

This follows the agreement earlier in the year to transfer mental health services in the North of the 

County from CPFT to Northumberland, Tyne and Wear Foundation Trust by the same date.  

Geoff Joliffe, Clinical Chair of Morecambe Bay CCG said: “We are pleased that the transfer of mental 

health services in South Cumbria to Lancashire Care Foundation Trust has been agreed, and would like to 

reassure patients, carers and families that the transfer will not affect the current availability and provision 

of services.  

“It is important that our communities and staff living and working in south Cumbria know that mental 

health services will still be delivered in south Cumbria by the same people.  

“In the best interest of the patients and staff, all organisations involved in the transfer are committed to 

working together. The transfer will be undertaken safely and effectively, and a plan to improve services 

will be developed within South Cumbria over the next 12 months.” 



 
 
Jerry Hawker, Chief Officer of Morecambe Bay CCG commented: “We are excited about our ambitions to 

transform services in South Cumbria and address the concerns that patients and families have shared with 

us. Our plans will include setting out how the services in key risk areas will be transformed; such as 

CAMHS in South Cumbria and the urgent mental health care pathway across Lancashire and South 

Cumbria. The CCG has committed to a significant investment in mental health service in 2019 to support 

the improvement in local services in-line with the new NHS plan.” 

Engagement with staff, patients and members of the public will be taking place in the upcoming months, 

with Morecambe Bay CCG having begun engagement with clinical leaders from both CPFT and LCFT in 

developing a model for mental health care delivery in Morecambe Bay following recent listening events 

with the public and stakeholders. 

Now that the transfer has been jointly agreed, CPFT and LCFT, supported by Morecambe Bay CCG, will 

meet with staff affected in South Cumbria to involve them in the design and delivery of future 

arrangements and address any concerns and issues staff may have. 

The organisations involved in the transfer will include: Morecambe Bay CCG, CPFT and LCFT, supported by 

NHS England & NHS Improvement and Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS Foundation Trust (NTW).  

 

Ends  
 
 
Notes for Editors 
 
“Commissioning” is a term the NHS uses to describe the planning and buying of healthcare 
services.  
 
Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs) commission the majority of hospital and community 
services for the communities they serve. They came into operation in April 2013 and are led by 
local GPs and managers.  
 
As these changes only affect the provider of the services, individual patients will continue to 
access local services for care and treatment as they do now. 
 
NHS England is responsible for the commissioning of services in England. NHS England 
shares out more than £100 billion in funds each year, much of it to CCGs. It holds these 
organisations to account for spending this money effectively for patients and efficiently for the tax 
payer. NHS England is also responsible for commissioning specialised health services, primary 
care services and some public health programmes. 
 
 


